
Progression of skills and knowledge in French 

 

 
Year 3 Year 4 Year 5  Year 6 

Li
st

en
in

g 

 Listen to a range of stories and 
songs in French 

 Show an understanding of simple 
words and statements in French 

 Follow a familiar story in French 

 Recognise and repeat sounds and 
words with increasing accuracy 

 Listen to and respond to 
instructions and questions 

 Demonstrate understanding with 
actions 

 Listen carefully and pronounce 
unfamiliar words with increasing 
accuracy 

 Follow instructions 

 Listen to a range of stories and 
songs in French 

 Show an understanding of simple 
words and statements in French 

 Demonstrate my listening skills by 
showing I have understood spoken 
language. 

 Follow a simple story, using known 
language to understand 

 Recognise and repeat songs 

 Identify key information by 
listening for significant vocabulary  

 Take part in role play, speaking in 
French 

 Understand the idea of songs in 
French  

 Follow and respond to an audio 
presentation 

Sp
ea

ki
n

g 

 Use French pronunciation of the 
alphabet to spell words 

 Give a preference for or against 
things 

 Describe the colour of an object 

 Place adjectives appropriately 
before a noun 

 Speak about family members using 
possessive adjectives 

 Match subject and verb correctly  

 Recognise and repeat sounds and 
words with increasing accuracy 

 Use a range of vocabulary to 
create sentences 

 Listen to and respond to 
instructions and questions 

 Ask and answer questions 

 Hold simple conversations  

 Greet people in different ways 

 Exchange names in French 

 Discuss how I am feeling 

 Count in French 

 Listen carefully and pronounce 
unfamiliar words with increasing 
accuracy 

 Repeat and respond to key words 
and phrases 

 Present information to other 
people 

 Express an opinion in French 

 Ask and answer questions in a 
complete sentence 

 Take part in role play, speaking in 
French 

 Use a third person plural of a verb 
in a sentence  

 Say complete sentences  

 Use the correct form of the 
possessive adjective ‘my’ 

 Use a range of verbs accurately 
within a sentence 

 Give instructions 

 Order a sentence correctly.  

 Apply sentence structure 
knowledge and vocabulary to hold 
short conversations. 

 Pronounce the difference between 
two versions of the same adjective 

 Recognise and repeat songs 

 Vary sentences by changing 
vocabulary  

 Recognise and pronounce specific 
phonemes accurately 

 Select and use appropriate 
adjectives correctly within a 
sentence  

 Use simple future tense  

 Use correct pronunciation to help 
others understand me  

 Use appropriate language  

 Use the pronouns il and elle 

 Ask and answer questions in 
French 

 Say and write a range of sentences 

 Take part in role play, speaking in 
French  

 Order a sentence correctly.  

 Apply sentence structure 
knowledge and vocabulary to hold 
short conversations. 

 Pronounce the difference between 
two versions of the same adjective 

 Recognise and repeat songs 

 Vary sentences by changing 
vocabulary  

 Recognise and pronounce specific 
phonemes accurately 

 Select and use appropriate 
adjectives correctly within a 
sentence  

 Use simple future tense  

 Use correct pronunciation to help 
others understand me  

 Use appropriate language  



 Take part in conversations   Use the pronouns il and elle 

 Ask and answer questions in 
French 

 Take part in conversations 

R
ea

d
in

g 
 

 Use French pronunciation of the 
alphabet to spell words 

 Read, listen to and respond to 
vocabulary 

 Apply knowledge to help me 
predict, say and spell new 
language 

 Use a dictionary to help develop 
vocabulary  

 Recognise familiar spelling 
patterns in words 

 Read and interpret information in 
a table 

 Follow a simple story, using known 
language to understand 

 Recognise and repeat songs 

 Interpret charts written in French 

 Read and interpret information 
charts and tables written in French 

 Read and interpret lists written in 
French  

 Identify spelling patterns 

W
ri

ti
n

g 

 Use French pronunciation of the 
alphabet to spell words 

 Write simple sentences 

 Write answers to questions 

 Write complete sentences 

 Write sentences and adapt these 
to form new sentences 

 Write a range of sentences on a 
number of topics 

 Use appropriate language to 
express my ideas  

 Say and write a range of sentences 

 Use appropriate language to 
express my ideas 

 Write sentences and adapt these 
to form new sentences 

G
ra

m
m

ar
 

 Use determiners for identifying 
quantities in making polite 
requests 

 Use the definite article when 
generalising 

 Understand that adjective spelling 
depends on number and gender 

 Use conjunctions to link words 

 Choose the appropriate indefinite 
article (le/la to un/une) 

 Use familiar sounds and spellings 
to help me recognise and learn 
new languages.  

 Distinguish masculine and 
feminine nouns 

 Ensure subject-verb agreement in 
sentences  

 Use conjunctions to link words 

 Choose the appropriate indefinite 
article (le/la to un/une) 

 Alter an adjective to match gender 

 Use conjunctions to link words 

 Choose the appropriate indefinite 
article (le/la to un/une) 

 Use near/simple future tense  

 Use the correct forms of words 

 Understand the difference 
between and use il/elle correctly  

 Identify specific parts of a 
sentence  

 Follow patterns to conjugate verbs 

 Alter an adjective to match gender 

 Use conjunctions to link words 

 Choose the appropriate indefinite 
article (le/la to un/une) 

 Use near/simple future tense  

 Use the correct forms of words 

 Understand the difference 
between and use il/elle correctly  

 Identify specific parts of a 
sentence 

 


