
UKS2 - Walk Like an Egyptian

Overview
“Walk Like an Egyptian” is a thematic unit, based on 
Ancient Egypt, with a key focus on history. We begin by 
looking at the location of Egypt and its historically 
significant places and individuals. We will then move on 
to learning about mythology and other aspects of daily 
life, before examining the legacy of the Ancient 
Egyptians.

Egypt - People and Places
Egypt is a country located in North Africa. Its neighbours are Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia. It has 
a coast along the Mediterranean Sea and the world’s longest river, The Nile, runs through it. The 
Nile has played a key part in the development of Egypt, from its ancient roots to the modern day. 
The capital city is Cairo and other major cities include Alexandria and Luxor. 
In Ancient Egypt a pharaoh or king was in control. Egypt’s pharaohs are some of its most famous 
figures, the most well-known being Tutankhamun. His death mask is one of the most famous 
pieces of art in the world. Hatshepsut is another famous pharaoh because she was a woman; 
women were not considered able to rule the country, but she was an intelligent and powerful 
leader who led her country into a time of peace and prosperity. In more recent times, Howard 
Carter became a famous name associated with Ancient Egypt because he discovered 
Tutankhamun’s tomb in 1922. It was believed all the tombs in the Valley of the Kings had been 
found but Carter disagreed. With the help of money from Lord Carnarvon, he explored for six 
years until he found it. 

In Ancient Egypt the people believed in many different gods and goddesses. They believed they 
were key to keeping balance and allowing life to flourish. Many of the gods were represented as 
animals and all had different aspects of life to control. Ra was the most important god, as it was 
believed he created all life on the planet and was the ruler of the gods. Isis was the most 
important goddess; she was the mother god and it was thought she would protect those in need. 
The Egyptian pharaohs were considered to be the link between the gods and people, and they 
built many huge temples to the gods. The gods also controlled the afterlife, a place where people 
would go when they died. The ancient Egyptians believed that the gods would judge if you’d 
lived your life well and deserved to live forever. The tombs of the wealthy were crammed with all 
the things they would need in the afterlife. 

Gods and Goddesses

Ancient Egyptians liked to cover their buildings with 
hieroglyphics, a language using pictures rather than 
an alphabet. In 1822, the Rosetta Stone (a famous 
stone tablet with a transcription in hieroglyphics and 
Greek) was translated by a French historian, enabling 
people to read what the Ancient Egyptians had 
written and find out more about them. They were 
also pioneers in ship building, mathematics and art. 
They also were some of the first people to invent a 
paper useful for writing on called papyrus.

What did the Egyptians do for us?
Daily life was very much dictated by the 
River Nile. Every year the river would 
flood, meaning that the soil was good for 
growing crops. As well as using the river 
for farming, the Egyptians also built very 
high-tech boats for travelling up and 
down the Nile and for fishing. Most 
Egyptians lived near the Nile as it 
provided water, food, transportation and 
excellent soil for growing food.
 

Daily Life in Ancient Egypt
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UKS2 - Walk Like an Egyptian

Vocabulary
Afterlife

Hieroglyphs

Mummification

Mythology

Pharaoh

Pyramid

Temple

Tomb

the place where the Ancient Egyptians believed they would go after they died

a way of writing that uses pictures and symbols to stand for words or sounds

to preserve a dead body by treating it with oils and wrapping it in strips of cloth

a story or group of stories that form part of the traditional knowledge of a society 
Myths often use imaginative plots and characters to explain how the world began and 
why nature and people behave the way they do. An old Egyptian myth tells why the 
Nile River floods every year.

a king of ancient Egypt 
Most of the pyramids of ancient Egypt were built as tombs for the pharaohs.

a huge stone structure, with a square or triangular base and sloping sides that meet in 
a point at the top, that is shaped like a pyramid 
The Great Pyramid of Giza is a limestone and granite pyramid, which is the oldest and 
only remaining of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, built around 2500 B.C.E. as 
a memorial and tomb for King Khufu, the second king of the fourth Egyptian dynasty.

a building or place where a god or gods are worshipped

a structure built to hold the bodies of one or more dead persons

My Notes / Questions
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Concept Flow
•  To know the location of Egypt
•  To know about significant places and individuals
•  To know about Egyptian mythology
•  To learn about some aspects of daily life
•  To learn about the Egyptian legacy e.g. 
    construction, astronomy, medicine


